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NEW YORK, FEBRUARY, 1889. 


NUMBER 2, 
EDITORIAL NOTES. 
In THE GospeL oF Saint Mark, 


second chapter, we read: ‘‘When Je- 
sus saw their faith, he said unto the 
man sick of the palsy, Son, thy sins 
are forgiven. But there were certain 
of the scribes sitting there, and reason- 
ing in their hearts, Why does this man 
thus speak? he blasphemeth: who can 
forgive sins but one, even God ?” (New 
Version). The scribes were right, but 
they did not know that Jesus was God. 
No one can forgive sins but the person 
against whom they have been commit- 
ted. All Christians believe that Jesus 
is God and that he has power to for- 
give sins. But our Roman Catholic 
brethren believe he-has delegated that 
power to the priests. Whenever a 
priest of Rome quotes the text in John 
xx, 23—‘‘Whosoever sins you shall 
forgive, they are forgiven them; and 
whose sins you shall retain they are re- 
tained”—he says, ‘“That’s me my bre- 
thren, I have that power; the Lord 
Jesus gave it to the Apostles; Peter 
was the prince of the Apostles; the 
Pope is the successor of Peter, and 
the Pope has given me that power. I 
can forgive your sins.” 
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For EIGHT YEARS I WAS A PRIEST OF 
the Roman Catholic Church exercise- 
ing the power to forgive sins, conferred 
on me by the Pope, and I deliberately 
say that of the 50,000 or more persons 
heard and to 
whom I gave absolution I have not 


whose confessions I 
known one to be forgiven, nor has a 
single one had the assurance that his 

All had to take 
In my own case I 


sins were forgiven. 
my word for it. 

went to confession regularly to my 
brother priests, and I know my sins 
were not forgiven by their absolutions. 


Tuis 
priests is one of the many delusions 
and lies inflicted upon the people by 
the Church of Rome. 


FORGIVENESS OF SINS BY THE 


God alone can 
forgive sins, and He will 
to 
and faith, for Christ’s sake. 
Catholic 


forgive all 
repentance 

Let our 
remember 
that our Lord Jesus Christ came unto 


who come Him with 


Roman friends 
the world to save sinners, and that He 
Whosoever will 
may come unto Him, and He will in 
them He 


alone can save them. 


nowise cast out. has no 
“reserved cases.” 

iia 
MISSION. 


CTIRIST’S 


FOR THE CONVERSION OF ROMAN 
CATHOLICS. 

The following note from Mrs. Wil- 
liam Campbell, treasurer of Curist’s 
Mission, will be read with interest by 
the friends of this work for the con- 
version of Roman Catholics: 

New York, January 21, 1889. 
Rev. James A. O'Connor, 

Dear Sir:—By invitation I called 

on last week,and she handed 


me the promised check for $1,000. 


She is a lovely lady, and is very much 
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interested in your work. I am sure 


this will greatly encourage you and 
stimulate others to contribute 
amount necessary for a building. 
Of course you will not mention this 
lady’s name when you publish the an- 
nouncement in your magazine, 


the 


Yours truly, 
Jane E. CampseE_t. 


This letter will make glad the hearts 
of the faithful few who for the last nine 
years have sustained this work for the 
Let 
us all now unite in prayer that many 
others, like this noble lady, whom the 
Lord has blessed with: means, might 
follow her good example and con- 
tribute generously to this fund until 
asufficient amountcan be obtained fora 
building where the whole work can be 
concentrated. Twenty-five or thirty 
thousand dollars will be sufficient. The 
treasurer has now on hand $1,350. 


conversion of Roman Catholics. 


Let all friends who wish success to the 
work do what they can,and very soon 
that building will be in sight. 

Contributions may be sent to the 
treasurer, Mrs. William Campbell, 36 
West Eighteenth street, New York, 
and they will be promptly acknow- 
ledged. 


The following form of bequest can 
be used in trusts or legacies for Christ’s 
Mission, an incorporated society, o1 
the the 
Board of Trustees: William Campbell, 
John Curry, J. Stanly D’Orsay, Andrew 
Neil, John W.. Magee. 


FORM OF BEQUEST. 


which following compose 


I give and bequeath to ‘‘Curist’s 
Mission,” organized in the City of 
New York, May 1887, the sum ot 

dollars to be applied to 
the uses and purposes of said Mission. 





A PLEA FOR IRELAND. 
Dustin, January 18, 1889. 

To THE Eprror oF THE CONVERTED 
CaTHOLIC: 

There is a great work going on 
among the Roman Catholics of Ire- 
land. Hundreds of them are now 
reading God’s Word fearlessly. They 
are, per consequence, casting off the 
Italian yoke. 

I want 100 friends of (HE ConvERTED 
Catuotic to subscribe for extra copies 
immediately, | put them into 
homes where they will be gladly recei- 
ved and read with eagerness. ‘The 
people welcome every ray of light upon 
the perplexing problems of their faith. 
I could distribute 1000 copies with as- 
surances of welcome. is the 
time for action. I want all your read- 
ers to send you the means without de- 
lay, and then you will send the maga- 
zine to such names as I shall furnish. 
Americans nobly responded to the 
bodily hunger of the Irish; they now 
cry for the Bread of Life. 


can 


Now 


Wuo WILL 


HELP AT ONCE ? To all Christian friends © 


I would say, do you not think it be- 
hoves us, at the present time, to make 
a special effort for Ireland ? 
her distracted by internal discussions, 
rioting, and discord. 


We see 


Every Christian 
knows there is but one remedy for all 
this evil—and that is to spread the 
Gospel of peace throughout her bor- 
ders. 

Now there are many earnest laborers 
in Ireland. 
then their hands by doubling our con- 
tributions. 


Suppose we each streng- 


Let us do twice as much 
We know 
there are powerful foes in poor Ireland, 
but ‘‘who art thou, O great mountain? 
before Zerubbabel thou shalt become 
a plain.” 


as we have hitherto done. 


Let no one refuse to carry 


THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC. 35 


out my proposal; if some sacrifice has 
to be made, let us do it cheerfully, for 
what has the Saviour done for each 
one of us? What did He sacrifice 
for us? Even His life-blood upon the 
agonizing cross. 

Dear friends, arouse yourselves, and 
send to Ireland a ‘‘double portion ;” 
a Benjamin's portion; that while the 
adversary is ‘‘coming in like a flood,” 
the standard of God’s truth may be 
raised against him on all sides. 

Gro. C. NEEDHAM. 

A private letter from a prominent 
gentleman in Ireland says: 

‘*Many of us who know something of 
the country are convinced that the 
iime is drawing near when there will 
be a widespread feeling that as a peo- 
ple we have sévned—that we have been 
hunting for prosperity by agitation and 
act of parliament solely, and putting 
God out of our thoughts. If such a 
conviction were to take root there 
great opening for revival 
The workers should come from 
among our brethren in the United 
States. Keep this before you. We 
look to the American Irish for some- 
thing better than dynamite.” 


would be a 
work. 


Some time in the future we hope to 
preach the Gospel in poor old Ireland, 
“eee 
‘THE PUBLISHERS INFORM US THAT 
the Nun of Kenmare’s book has a very 
large sale. This is gratifying intelli- 
gence, for it exposes the double-dealing 
and hypocrisy of Roman Catholic bi- 
shops and priests in a manner never 
before attempted. Every word of the 
book was written before the persecuted 
lady left the convent. It should be 
read by everyone who is anxious to 
obtain an inside view of Romanism in 
high places. 
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* The Converted Catholic.” 
(St. Louis ‘‘ Presbyterian,’’ Dec. 21, 1888.) 


Attention is again called to this 
monthly magazine, published in New 
York, and edited by Rev. James A. 
O'Connor, the converted Catholic 
priest. ‘‘ Father” O'Connor, as he is 
still very generally known, after eight 
years’ service in the Romish _ priest- 
‘called from darkness into 
light,” and immediately devoted him- 


self to ‘‘show forth the praises of 


hood, was 


Him” from whom the gracious call 
came. Having beer delivered himself 
from ‘‘the bondage of corruption,” 
into the ‘‘glorious liberty of the chil- 
dren of God,” his heart turned with 
sadness and longing to his former co- 
religionists, and among them, from 
that day to this, he has gone preaching 
the Gospel of the Grace of God. 
Wisely declining to identify himself 
and his work with any of the existing 
denominations, yet securing and _re- 
taining the Christian regard of them 


all for himself personally, and their 
entire confidence in his evangelical 
‘* Reformed 


soundness, he headed a 


Catholic ” movement which has been 
wonderfully blessed to the salvation of 
many Romanists, 


including _ priests 


and nuns. Besides holding religious 
services among these people, he pub- 
lishes THe Convertep CaTHOLic, in 
which, with most admirable spirit, he 
tells incidents in his work, exposes the 
Romish system and its leaders, an- 
nounces the conversions from Roman- 
ism, and gives much of just such in- 
Protes 


tants ought to have, and will welcome 


formation as Americans and 
if they care anything for their country 
and the honor of Christ. 

A gentleman said to us the other 
day, ‘‘It is a most valuable magazine, 


and should have a circulation of one 
hundred thousand copies.” We go 
farther, and say deliberately that, con- 
sidering the utter rottenness of the Ro- 
mish system, the intolerable mental 
and spiritual slavery in which it holds 
its dupes, and the daring designs of 
the priests on our public treasuries 
and the liberties of our country, there 
is not within our knowledge so timely 
and so useful a publication as THE 
ConveRTED CarHo ic, and it ought to 
be found in every household in the 
land. We repeat we say this deliber- 
ately, because we have had opportun- 
ity to know what Romanism is; and 
what it is we cannot tell in these col- 
umns, because it is too vile. 

Without solicitation, but simply be- 
cause of our profound interest in Mr, 
O'Connor's written 
these lines, and now advise every one 


work, we have 
of our readers to subscribe for his ma- 
gazine, the price of which is only 
$1.00 ayear. They will thank us for 
thus advising them, and by reading 
and getting their Romanist neighbors 
to read THE CoNnveRTED CaTHOLIC, 
they will receive and do great good. 
ove 

The Colored Catholics. 

A convention of colored Roman 
Catholics was held at Washington, D. 
C., the first week in January. It had 
been announced that 600 would at- 
tend, but only 100 answered to their 
names. Cardinal Gibbons sang a 
high mass for them and preached a 
Rev A. Tolton, of 


Quincy, Ill., the only colored priest in 


short sermon. 


the United States, also said a mass 
and preached a sermon. A few days 
before the convention met we received 
a letter from Father Tolton which, with 
our reply, we shall publish in ournext 


issue. 





HE services in Masonic Temple 

during the closing weeks of the 

year 1888 were of unusual inter- 
est, as were those at the opening of the 
new year. Father Devere, the suc- 
cessful business man to whom refer- 
ence was made in the last issue of THE 
CONVERTED Catuo.ic, delivered two 
addresses that were remarkable for 
earnestness and power. ‘This gentle- 
man was for nine years a priest in 
New Brunswick, and when he left the 
Roman Catholic Church his sole desire 
was to forget, and make the world for- 
get, that he had ever been a priest. 
But he was spiritually minded and 
could not be happy without the relig- 
ion of Christ. Two years ago he 


united with the West Harlem Metho- 
dist Episcopal Church, New York, 


and continues a useful and active 
member of that Church. A year ago 
he attended one of the Reformed Cath- 
olic services in Masonic Temple, and 
made himself known to Father O’Con- 
nor. Now he is filled with zeal to 
preach Christ to his Catholic brethren, 
and his constant prayer is that He 
might open the way for him to do so. 
The Sunday before Christmas ad- 
dresses were delivered by four former 
priests of Rome—Revs. J. B. McLoy, 
D.D.; E. P. Hurley, Carl Devere and 
James A. O'Connor. Such a scene 
was never before witnessed in Masonic 
Temple, and many were the prayers 
offered up by the congregation that 
these ex-priests might continue to la- 
bor among the Catholics as evangelists 
and teachers of a pure Christianity. 
Father Devere preached again on 
Sunday, January 6, and as usual many 


Roman Catholics were present. ‘They 
were evidently impressed by the earn- 
est words of the speaker as he lifted 
up Christ and His teachings above the 
Pope and his false doctrines. | In pa- 
thetic tones he referred to the neglect 
of Protestants to sustain a work like 
this where the Catholics come regularly 
to hear the Gospel. _‘It was a shame, 
he said, that Father O'Connor should 
have to bear the heavy expenses of the 
meetings, and that a building should 
not have been provided for holding 
conferences with those Catholics who 
attend the services in the large hall, 
and who would learn the way of the 
Lord more perfectly in prayer and tes- 
timony. He knew that Father O’Con- 
nor was unwilling to appeal for funds 
while preaching to the Catholics who 
attended the meetings, but it should 
be a burden on the heart of every 
Christian who was interested in this 
work to contribute to its support. As 
soon as he (Father Devere) acquired a 
competency from his business he would 
devote himself exclusively to the work 
of evangelizing the Catholics. Father 
O'Connor followed in a brief address, 
emphasizing what Father Devere said 
in reference to the financial burden he 
had to carry in providing funds for the 
meetings in Masonic Temple. The 
collections taken up at the services did 
not amount to one-third of the expen- 
ses, and it’ was only a question of time 
when he would break down under the 
strain. 

By invitation Messrs. McLoy, De- 
vere and O'Connor attended the watch 
night service held on New Year's eve 
in the West Harlem M. E. Church. 
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DEATH OF FATHER ALESSANDRO GAVAZZI. 


SKETCH OF HIS LIFE AND WORK. 


rm ATHER Gavazzi, the friend and 
4 able ally of Garibaldi, Mazzini 
and the great Italian patriots, died 
January 9, 1889, in his eightieth year. 
He will be remembered as the advocate 
of civil and religious liberty in Italy,and 
elsewhere. Born at Bologna,in the Pa- 
pal States, in 1809, he entered a mon- 
astery of the Barnabites when fifteen 
years of age, and in 1830 held the po- 
sition of professor of rhetoric in Nap- 
les, and shortly afterward the chair of 
belles-lettres at Leghorn. Acquiring 
reputation as a fervent orator, he be- 
came an impassioned pleader in be- 
half of a purer faith. 

Pope Gregory XVI. becoming alar- 
med at the growing popularity and in- 
creasing power of the fiery young 
preacher, confined him in a convent 
In 1848 the Mil- 


anese were up in arms against Austri- 
SD 


for twelve months. 
an oppression. When the intelligence 
of the Austrian defeat in Lombardy 
reached Rome the students of the Un- 
iversity called on Gavazzi to deliver a 
funeral oration on the fallen patriots 
in the Pantheon. Wearing the tricol- 
or on his cassock his eloquence work- 
ed wonders. He aroused the people 
to arms. Impassioned addresses in 
the Coliseum and the pulpit found 
their result in the enrolment of an ar- 
my. 
with 


Twenty-five thousand patriots, 
Gavazzi holding the rank of 
chaplain-general, volunteered to drive 
their foe from Italian soil. He took 
part in several battles, but the struggle 
seemed hopeless, his army being for- 
ced to capitulate at Vicenza. 

Gavazzi sought refuge in Tuscany, 


and delivered such forcible orations in 
Florence that he was expelled from the 
city. Rossi,a member of the Cabinet 
of Pope Pius IX., caused his arrest, 
but so great was his popularity that the 
people of Viterbo arose and, anihilat- 
ing the powerful escort which guarded 
him, liberated the soldier priest. The 
proclamation of Garibaldi’s Republic 
of Rome in February, 1848, aroused 
the wildest enthusiasm. Gavazzi has- 
tened to the city of the Casars and 
was appointed chaplain-general of the 
army. ‘Then followed the heroic and 
memorable struggle. Defying the pow- 
ers of France, Spain, Austriaand Naples, 
Garibaldi and Gavazzi held them for a 
time at bay. General Oudinot, with 
50,000 French troops, landed at Civita 
Vecchia on the morning of April 30, 
boasting that he would dine in Rome 
that night. Garibaldi’s army, with 
Gavazzi fighting in the foremost ranks, 
routed the Frenchmen, who left 1,500 
killedand wounded on the battle field. 
Then turning round on the King of 
Naples, who was approaching from the 
south, the Italian patriots repulsed his 
forces so effectually that neither he nor 
the Spanish army, which had just 
landed, dared to approach Rome. 
The overwhelming forces of the French 
eventually prevailed. Rome fell, and 
Gavazzi, after being for some time 
harbored in the house of the American 
Consul, escaped to England, where 
he remained in exile for ten years. 
There he earned a living by teaching 
Italian. He also preached a crusade 
against the Papacy, and on this head 
enlisted the warmest sympathy of the 
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English people. He published his 
‘‘Memoirs” in 1851 in English and 
Italian, and his ‘‘Orations” 
months subsequently. 

In 1852 he first visited the United 
States, delivering in New York a 
course of lectures against the Romish 
hierarchy. Passing on to Canada, he 
lectured in Quebec in  Chalmer’s 
Church, and, a riot occurring, nar- 
rowly escaped with his life. In Mon- 
treal his lectures caused a serious riot, 
which was quelled with frightful blood- 
shed by the troops under command of 
Colonel Ermatinger. In 1859 he went 
to Italy and joined Garibaldi in the 
Sicilian campaign which ended in the 
annexation of Naples to the Kingdom 
of Italy. Organizing a splendid sys- 
tem of field hospitals, he attended to 
foe and friend with equal devotion. 
His military services closed in the 
campaign, 

In 1870 the unification of Italy was 
effected, and Gavazzi worked indefati- 
gably for the establishment of the Free 
Christian Church of Italy, visiting this 
country again in 1872 on a mission to 
collect funds for its use. In Novem- 
ber, 1880, he came to New York on 
the same mission, and, travelling 
through the country, related the story 
of his struggle to preach the simple 
Gospel in his native land, recommend- 
ing the Free Christian Church of which 
he was the founder to the prayers and 
liberality of all Christians in America. 
His last discourse in this country was 
at the Reformed Catholic 
services in Masonic Temple, New 
York, July 31, 1881, when Father 
O'Connor introduced him to an audi- 
ence of more than one thousand 
perons, who enthusiastically applaud- 
ed the great orator. 


a few 


delivered 


MEMORIAL ADDRESS. 

Sunday evening, January 13, at the 
usual services in Masonic Temple, 
Father O'Connor delivered a memorial 
address on the death of Father Gavazzi. 
Special invitations had been extended 
to the Italians of New York and many 
of them were present. In the course 
of his address the preacher said: 

Seventeen years ago, when a young 
priest in Illinois, it was my privilege 
to see Father Gavazzi for the first time. 
I merely caught a passing glimpse of 
him, but I had heard and read much 
about him, and Roman Catholic priest 
though I was, I was pleased to see one 
of the notable men of the age; and 
Roman priest though I was, that man 
had a warm place in my heart. In 
my early years I had been taught to 
respect the names of Gavazzi and Gari- 
baldi as champion _ of liberty for al 
mankind. 

Again, in 1881, I had the pleasure 
not only of seeing him but of taking 
him by the hand, whenI called upon 
him in this city to ask him to preach to 
this congregation, and he consented. 

As he stood here on the last day of 
July, in that year, his manner and ad- 
dress impressed all who heard him. He 
was a man of fine. presence; intelli- 
gence and earnestness beamed in his 
face as he thrilled with his eloquence 
the enthusiastic audience, who will 
never forget his noble words. As he 
recounted to us the scenes through 
which he passed, and how he stood 
side by side with Garibaldi, fighting for 
liberty for his country,his hearers were 
deeply moved. 

Gavazzi was not a lover of liberty in 
the abstract, but he was ready to. lay 
down his life that his countrymen 
micht be free from Papal rule, and he 
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realized that true liberty consists in 
obedience to God—‘‘Where the Spirit 
of the Lord is, there is liberty.” The 
liberty for which Gavazzi fought was 
that of our grand Declaration of Inde- 
pendence, and in a special manner it 
was liberty from the bondage of Popery. 

Father O'Connor then entered upon 
the details of Gavazzi’s life and his 
connection with Garibaldi and the 
other champions of civil and _ religious 
liberty in Italy. As a religious man 
and a priest of the Church of Rome he 
thought that Church could be reform- 
ed. But his deliberate judgment was 
that it could not; it was past redemp- 
tion. “Popery cannot be reformed,” 
he cried out in his first lecture in New 


York in 1853. It was only through 


the force of circumstances that he be- 
came a soldier, for as a priest he saw 
the depth of the iniquity of the Papal 


Church, and how hopeless it was to 
bring about any change for the better. 
When he visited England and America 
after he was exiled from Italy he came 
in contact with Christianity in a purer 
form than he had ever before experi- 
enced. His reception in this city and 
in the other large cities of the country 
was all that he could desire. —_ Pastors 
and people flocked around him to ex- 
press their sympathy, and he was 
greatly encouraged thereby. When 
he returned to Italy, it was not to take 
up the sword again, for the victory 
had been won and his country was 
united and free—free from Papal rule, 
and Victor Emanuel was King in 
Rome; but Gavazzi’s mission now was 
to give his countrymen the freedom of 
the children of God. His labors on 
behalf of the Free Christian Church in 
Italy are too well-known to need com- 


ment. ‘The nobility of his nature, the 
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strength of his character and, above 
all, his great faith endeared him to his 
countrymen and to all who came in 
contact with him. He died in the 
fullness of faith at an advanced age 
after witnessing the triumph of the 
principles he advocated, and his 
own beloved country free from the 
hateful government of the Popes. 
his death we lose the foremost ex-priest 
of the age, but we rejoice in the work 
he accomplished, and shall long cher- 
ish his memory. 

“Rome,” said Father Gavazzi in his 
first lecture in New York, ‘‘is the 
proper capital of Italy;” and he lived 
to see it the capital of a great kingdom, 
united, prosperous and happy. ‘The 
religion of Christ,” he said on another 
occasion, ‘‘will yet be preached in 
Rome;” and he lived to see it, and be 
himself the preacher. 

As I pass by Garibaldi’s statue in 
Washington Square, concluded Fa- 
ther O’Connor, it shall henceforth 
have a new interest for me in the mem- 
ory of Father Gavazzi. That statue is 
the best educator of the Italian people 
in this city, for the name of Gavazzi 
will be forever inseparably connected 
with that of Garibaldi, and both were 
the foremost leaders in obtaining civil 
and religious liberty for the Italian 
people. As they look upon Garibal- 
di’s statue they will be reminded that 
the Church of Rome withheld liberty 
from them, and would do so again to- 
day if it had the power, and that true 
liberty is to be found outside the pale 
of that Church. All the nations of the 
earth will learn this in God’s own time, 
and He will raise up leaders like Ga- 
vazzi, who will proclaim that only 
where the Spirit of the Lord is, there 
is true liberty. 


In 
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*“ AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF THE NUN OF KENMARE.” 


SECOND NOTICE. 


The New York Jndependent, Jan- 
uary 3, 1889, has an appreciative and 
sympathetic review of the Nun of Ken- 
mare's book, from which we make the 
following extracts: 


This is one of the most remark- 
able volumes that ever came from the 
pen of an orthodox Roman Catholic. 
A generation of ecclesiastics, accus- 
tomed to surprises, and not staggered 
by the long series of bold critics from 
Montalambert to Pere Hyacinthe, the 
Old Catholic secession, and the Father 
McGlynn rebellion, has had nothing 
on its hands more surprising than the 
disclosures of Francis Clare Cusack, 
late Mother-General of the Sisters of 
Peace, known through Catholic and 
Protestant Christendom alike by a title 
earned for admirable labors among the 
sufferers in the Irish famine of 1879 
as ‘‘ The Nun of Kenmare.” She is 
also one of the most prolific and suc- 
cessful recent writers enlisted in the 
service of the Roman Church. The 
volume is an exception to the ordinary 
run of similar revelations. It is whol- 
ly free from scandal in the gross sense 
of the word. Ifher painful experien- 
ces have awakened in her mind a re- 


gret or a doubt as to the solidity of” 


the argument which drew her to Rome, 
not a hint to this effect can be traced 
among the many notes of suffering and 
protest raised in the book. . 

We read on page 157: 

‘* I firmly believe that there will be 
a reaction against the Roman Church 
in America, unless there is a reform in 
that Church which its past history does 
not lead us to hope for. A Church 


which claims infallibility in all its do- 
ings as well as for all its doctrines, 
will neither listen to a cry for needed 
reform nor avert calamity. And it 
will not even learn from history Al- 
ready there are signs of the beginning 
of the end, if only those who could 
avert evil by reading them aright would 
read them.” 

There are other examples in the 
book of this extraordinary truthfulness, 

; Sister Clare in her perplex- 
ity and suffering under Wong which 
could not be redressed, seems to have 
recurred to Cardinal Newman’s line of 
procedure in writing the Apologia pro 
Vita Sua. Withovt confusing herself 
at all as to the differences between his 
position and her own, she decided to 
do, in a way suited to her case, what 
he did, and relating the inner history 
of her life with absolute candor, to 
let it go out to the world to tell the 
story she knew so well, and to plead 
against the great abuses which are 
gathering head in Irish and American 
Catholicism. It is no part of our in- 
tention to discuss the points made by 
Sister Clare, any further than to say 
that on questions of fact she possesses 
our full confidencé. A very consider- 
able portion of her volume is com- 
posed of letters and documents which 
carry their own meaning and their own 
conviction. As to the authenticity of 
these letters no question is raised. 
We do notsee how they can be shaken, 
and while they are not shaken, every 
reader may be left to draw his own 
conclusion. Her book relates to those 
portions of her life which either lay un- 
der the wrong she was suffering or were 


connected with it. There were other 





and brighter sections that might have 
been introduced, but which are only 
alluded to. Their introduction would 
have restored the balance and modi- 
fied the somewhat unfortunate impres- 
sion we might now get from the book 
that, go where she would, the Sister 
was prone to fallinto trouble. Under 
the circumstances, it is little short of 
a sublime self-restraint which has held 
her back from the full and detailed 
statement of the deeper influences 
which set the Irish and American hier- 
archy against her. We have already 
said that, as’ the autobiography of Sis- 
ter Clare, the book is incomplete; but 
as the autobiography of a devoted and 
richly endowed Mother in the Church 
in the stress of an earthly martyrdom, 
hedged about with difficulties, thwarted 
in her best laid plans, and her life 
crushed under the pressure of official 
depression and oppression, it is perfect. 
The book will make a far more unfa- 
vorable impression of Roman Cathol- 
icism than the author suspects or is 
herself responsible for, and this for the 
reason that it demonstrates the exist- 
ence in the most flourishing sections 
of Roman Catholicism of abuses which, 
if they go on, must tear it to pieces; 
but which no one, except possibly 
Sister Clare and a few trustful souls, 
believe can be reformed. Persons 
familiar with the inside history of the 
Roman Catholic Church may not be 
startled to read in this volume that 
neither in this country nor in Ireland 
does the Pope’s writ run unless the bi- 
shop concerned is willing that it should; 
and that Sister Clare is not the first 
who has gone to Rome, laid his case 
before the Pope, and returned to find 
that it was of no avail, and that ‘‘what 
he was made to suffer before he ap- 
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pealed to Rome was a trifle to what he 
had to endure after he came back.” 
She asserts that the Pope's blessing, 
the commendation of the Propaganda 
and the canon law, have all proved in- 
effectual to protect her against what 
she does not scruple to call a ‘‘ boy- 
cott,” imposed in Ireland and main- 
tained against her in this country from 
one diocese to another. Archbishop 
Corrigan appears to be the supreme 
pontiff in New York, and to rule here 
in a way that seems best to himself, the 
canons of the Church to the contrary 
notwithstanding. She the 
Church as dominated -by a system of 
terrorism. One man whose case she 
describes did not dare to make his 
wrongs public as he at first intended, 
for he reflected that 


describes 


‘*his business 


would be ruined if he said one word.” 
The revelation made in these pages of 


the inner condition of the Church is 
what might be expected to followsuch 
a policy in a free country and a free- 
dom loving age. The priesthood is 
not a unit. Wide end bitter differ- 
ences exist among them. Independent 
priests are buried in remote parishes 
where they can make no trouble. 
Great numbers of them are ‘‘out of 
mission,” wandering about uncommis- 
sioned, a thousand of them in this 


country alone, and of nuns another 


great number. Protestant polemics 
have in general traced the abuses of 
the Roman Church from the pontifical 
government, but a witness 
who declares that Rome is dying of 
a Pope in every diocese and in some 
cases in every parish. The picture of 
the Irish Church is no better. The 
glimpse of what goes on at the miracle. 
working shrine of Lourdes is even 
worse. An ambitious religious order 


here is 











came in to supplant the local church 
and priest: 

‘The parish priest was completely 
set aside,and literally died of a broken 
heart in the midst of the plenty which 
he was the means of bringing to the 
place I spoke to a priest 
there about their conduct in this mat- 
ter, but, of course it was useless; they 
are millionaires and they intend to re- 
main so.” 

Sister Clare’s own experience is sum- 
med up'in what was said to her by 
Cardinal Howard at Rome: 

“It seems to me that you have been 
the Joan of Arc of Ireland; you are 
trying to help every one. They could 
not burn you alive, and so they only 
hunted you out.” 

‘Some years since, Rome had high 
hopes of converting the whole of Eng- 
land. When Manning came; when 
Newman came; when Lockhart came, 
and when so many others with long 
resounding titles came, all was sup- 
posed to be accomplished for the con- 
version of England. The Roman 
Catholic Church was intoxicated with 
the wine of success. Roman Catho- 
lics have not only had liberty in Eng- 
land, but they have had license. Noth- 
ing has been refused to them. It was 
a triumphal march all along the line. 
Cardinals were courted. Bishops were 
flattered. 


Conversions became fash- 
ionable. 


The walks of artand society 
were all wide open to them. The 
chivalrous nature of the best people in 
England spent itself in doing honors 
to those who they felt had been wronged 
for so many centuries. 

‘“‘But what has been the result ? 
Notwithstanding all the temporal ad- 
vantages, and all the spiritual ad- 
vantages, and all the literary and so- 
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cial advantages, it is a certain fact that 
conversions, after the first rush was 
over, suddenly ceased, and are now 
few and far between. The mass of 
the people has never been reached by 
this movement. All the prayers that 
were offered for the conversion of 
England, and they were fervent and 
multiplied, have been unanswered, and 
some of the best of those who had be- 
come converts have returned to the 
Church of their baptism, or have 
lapsed into infidelity or indifference.” 
ase 


The Pope Out of Rome. 


“A Roman Catholic Priest” con- 
tributes a remarkable article with the 
above heading to the New York /nde- 
pendent of December 27, 1888. His 
name is not given, but he must be in 
charge of a Roman Catholic Church in 
the United States, and probably in 
this city, or the /udependent would not 
publish his article. From it we take 
the following paragraph, which is sig- 
nificant of the attitude of thousands of 
Roman Catholics in this country to- 
wards the Papacy: 

There are many Catholics who de- 
sire that the Pope may be obliged to 
abandon Rome, or leave it voluntarily. 
These think that he might also leave 
behind him many incongruous sur- 
roundings of the simple, yet sublime 
office of the fisherman. Obstacles to 
the proper teaching of the Gospel may 
be found in many of those human 
weeds that have grown up around the 
Vatican. ‘The clamors raised for the 
preservation of the remnants of tem- 
poral power, the greed for human dig- 
nity and the tricks necessary to main- 
tain an outward semblance of worldly 
pomp in contradiction to the simplicity 
of Christ, and many other unseemly 
characteristics of Papal Rome, might 
prove a good and desirable riddance 
to the head of Peter’s church. 
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CONVERTS 


FROM ROPIE. 


Atzany, N Y., Jan 4, 1889. 
Dear Str:—Mr. Edward Lawrence, 
of ——-, N Y., was educated for the 
Roman Catholic priesthood, but he 
has now become a Protestant. Ifyou 
send him Tue ConvertepD Catuo ic I 
am sure he will appreciate it. 


P. W. M. 
*** 
CorraLes, N. Mex., Dec. 26, 1888. 
Dear Brotuer O’Connor:—I am 
also a converted Catholic. I was con- 
verted mentally in 1852, at No. 27 
Bank Street, New York City, in a 
French school, under Monsieur Peug- 
net. A few years later my heart was 
finally converted and leaving all I fol- 
lowed Jesus. 


Iam now preaching to 
the Catholic Mexican population of this 


Territory. I have a great interest in 


the conversion of Catholics. I have 
staked my all on that great cause, and 
with it I will sink or swim. I have 
tasted all the gall and bitterness of the 
Romish yoke; but blessed be the name 
of the Lord I am His freeman. 
Wishing you great success and God’s 
highest blessings to follow your work, 
I remain, 


now 


Yours in the Lord, 
J. Y. Perea. 
as 
Boston, Jan. 4, 1889. 
James A. O'Connor, 

Dear Str:—I have been very much 
pleased with THe ConvertreD CATHOLIC 
and if I had the means I would be 
glad to help to scatter the same broad- 
cast through the land, so as to show 
up the idolatry of Romanism and to 
diffuse light in their poor clouded 


brains, and to help to lift up the 
veil that the Church keeps before their 
eyes. I know the tremendous delusion 
that Romanism keeps before the eyes 
of the people, for I have been one of 
them, but the Lord has delivered me 
from that idolatry and revealed unto 
me Himself. No more penances ; no 
more confession; no more abstaining 
from meats. The blood of the Lord 
Jesus Christ has cleansed me from all 
this nonsense, and now I feel that it is 
my duty to open the. eyes of my bro- 
thers, the Roman Catholics, who are 
under the same yoke and bondage 
that I was for years. Please continue 
to mail me THE ConveRTED CaTHOLIc 
for the year as usual, and I send you 
an extra dollar fora brother who is 


unable to pay for it. E. B. 


* 


* x 


Cuiinton, Iowa. 

Dear O’Connor:—Some 
time since | handed my copies of THE 
ConveRTED CaTHOLIC to a Roman Ca- 
tholic neighbor whose family are all 
Catholics. We had many conversa- 
tions about the Catholic Church. They 
have read your magazine and now 
their eyes are opened. They have 
ceased to attend the Catholic Church. 
The husband and wife go to the Con- 
gregational Church and the children 
attend the Sabbath school regularly. 
The enclosed three dollars is from this 
good lady—two dollars for your mis- 
sion and one dollar for her subscrip- 
tion to THe ConvertTep CaTHOLic. 
Her name is but she does not 
wish you to make it public now. I 
hope you will write to her. 


FATHER 


Mrs. R.R. 





That there is a striking resemblance 
between the government of the Roman 
Church and that of the Mormon Church 
in Utah has been pointed out on sev- 
eral occasions. On January 9, 1889, 
Governor West, of Utah, appeared be- 
fore the House Committee on Terri- 
tories in. Washington to oppose the 
admission of Utah as a State. In the 
course of his address he said: 

‘The Mormons are ruled practically 
by a one man power. They do as 
they are bidden. They obey the de- 
mands of the Church without a mur- 
mur. They pay one-tenth of their 
earnings, from whatever source they 
mav come, to the Church. Their first 
president, who is seer, prophet and 
revelator, is supposed to receive his 
instructions from on high, and his ut- 
terances are accepted as the word of 
God. The Mormon Church 
is a huge political machine, which is 
virtually controlled by one man, or at 
least one man with whom are associ- 
ated twelve others known as apostles. 
These people rule as despotically as 
the Czar of Russia. The Mormons 
have a theofy that the greatest of hum- 
an institutions is a theo-democracy. 
Ask them what a _ theo-democracy 
means and they answer, ‘When God 
speaks the people say Amen!’ Ac- 
cording to their doctrine God speaks 
through their first president, as he is 
called. Whatever he says or does is 
right, and the people with one acclaim 
shout, ‘Amen !°” 

‘Are not the Mormons in sympathy 
with the principles of the Democratic 
party?” he was asked. 

“The Mormons have no political 
convictions. They affiliate with the 
party which is the most useful to them, 
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whether it be the Republican or the 
Democratic party.” 

Is not this true of the Roman 
Church? The one man power in 
Rome with his ninety bishops in the 
Uuited States rules the Roman Cath- 
olic people as despotically as the Czar 
of Russia. All acknowledge that the 
Church of Rome is a huge political 
machine. Whatever the Pope says is 
the word of God. God speaks through 
him, since the Roman Catholics be- 
lieve he is infallible. The Roma» Ca- 
tholics, like the Mormons, ‘‘ affiliate 
with the party which is the mos: use- 
ful to them, whether it be the Repub- 
lican or the Democratic party.” As 
the Nun of Kenmare says in her Auto- 
biography, every Roman Catholic Bis- 
hop is a Pope ruling his diocese des- 
potically. The time will come when 
the national government must legislate 
on this imperium in imperio in the 
United States. The government of 
Rome and the government of the peo- 
ple cannot co-exist with safety in this 
country. Rome rule cannot be toler- 
ated in any country where the people 
aspire to freedom. 


Rome Rule in New York. 

Tue ConveRTED CATHOLIC, published 
at 60 Bible House, New York, by Jas. 
A. O'Connor, in its issue of January, 
1889, announces the very significant 
fact that the municipal officers just 
now elected for the city of New York 
‘fare, without exception, Romanists.” 
This shows how faithfully Roman 
Catholics are following the instructions 
of Leo XIII., and everywhere thrust- 
ing themselves into politics,and mani- 
festing their greed of office at the bal- 
lot-box.—Battle Creek, Mich., Advens 
Review, January 8, 1889. 





NO 


ABSOLUTION FOR FATHER McGLYNN’S FOLLOWERS. 


ARCHBISHOP CORRIGAN ““RESERVES” THEIR CASES TO HIMSELF. 


‘F Father McGlynn’s followers 
continue to attend his meetings 
in Cooper Union, where he de- 

nounces Romanism, they cannot 
go to heaven when they die; because 
Archbishop Corrigan has forbidden his 
priests to give them absolution; and 
without a priest’s absolution there is 
no. salvation Catholics. 
The Son of God who came on earth 


for Roman 


to save them says, ‘‘I alone can for- 
give sins,” but that does not avail with 
the Pope, bishops and priests. 

Acircular from Archbishop Corrigan 
to all the priests of his diocese was 
published exclusively in the New York 
Sun, January 19, It is dated, ‘‘New 
York, of St. Peter's Chair at 
Rome, 1889,” and is as follows: 

Rev. Dear Sir:—Although the so- 
called Anti-Poverty Society has been 


Feast 


nearly two years in existence, I have 
refrained hitherto from taking notice 
of it, hoping that time and experience 
would lead its votaries to wiser coun- 
sels, and that the members, if left to 
themselves, would gradually disperse. 
But advantage has been taken of this 
very charity of silence to mislead the 
minds of the faithful, and persuade 
them that, as long as the voice of au- 
thority had not spoken on the subject, 
they might frequent with impunity 
meetings in which the Holy See is 
habitually reviled and sacred persons 
and things exposed to ridicule. It is 
almost past belief that Catholic laymen 
should need to be taught the sin and 
scandal of attending such meetings; 
and still more painful that any priest 
should countenance such ignorance or 


misapprehension. [ Ducey, Burtsell, etc. ] 

The Holy Father has branded the 
doctrines of this unhappy leader as 
‘false and pernicious.” He has stated 
that he ‘‘will never retract them.” 
The Holy Father, through his organ, 
the supreme tribunal of the Holy 
Office,of which he himself is the presi- 
dent, has declared attendance at these 
reunions an “open and_ public sin.” 
The rejoinder of the excommunicate I 
will not repeat. 

It would be easy to quote from the 
files of the public press specimens of 
the vile and abusive language habitu- 
ally employed in these weekly assem- 
blages against the authority of the 
Holy See and its accredited represent- 
atives. But such expressions are un- 
fortunately too notorious to need repe- 
tition, and no unprejudiced mind can 
doubt their reality or their grossly 
offensive and scandalous character. 

In order, therefore, to safeguard the 
interests of souls for whom I must ren- 
der an account on the day of judg- 
ment, I hereby make and declare 
attendance at these meetings of the 
Anti-Poverty Society a ‘‘reserved case.” 
I need not exhort you, reverend sir, to 
bring back to the fold those who may 
have strayed from the path of duty. 
‘‘Be instant in season, out of season: 
reprove, entreat, rebuke in all patience 
and doctrine.” ‘Teach obedience to 
the Vicar of Christ; from obedience 
will spring forth peace and happiness. 

MicHAEL AUGUSTINE, 
Archbishop of New York. 

P. S.—Please read this circular at 

all the masses on Sunday. 
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Quotations in Latin from ‘‘The 
Constitution of the Apostolic See,” 
follow, wherein it is declared inter- 
course with excommunicated persons 
like Father McGlynn is 2 criminal of- 
fence ‘‘reserved to the Roman Pontiff 
for forgiveness,” and that priests who 
celebrate mass in his presence or those 
who give him the sacraments, or ad- 
mit him to the privilege of Christian 
burial, incur the penalty of expulsion 
from the Church, until they make sa- 
tisfaction to the excommunicator, that 
is, to the Pope or Corrigan himself. 

At Archbishop Corrigan’s palace the 
reporters learned that by ‘‘a reserved 
case” is meant that the person offend- 
ing cannot be absolved by an ordinary 
confessor. The penitent must go to 
the ordinary of the diocese—that is to 
say, to Archbishop Corrigan—with a 
letter from the confessor explaining 
the nature of the offence. If the peni- 
tent fails to seek absolution within 
twelve months from the time he has 
been declared ‘‘a reserved case” he is 
declared by ecclesiastical law a heretic. 
If he persists in his so-called contum- 
acy for two years, the Churchassumes 


the right to denounce him publicly as 
a heretic. 


It was admitted at the Archeiepisco- 
pal residence that this letter is a direct 
result of the McGuire trial, in which 
it was decided by the courts that a 
Catholic attended Father Mc- 
Glynn's meetings could not be buried 
in ‘‘consecrated” ground. Dr. Burt- 
sell, pastor of the Church of the Epi- 
phany and Father McGlynn’s friend, 
testified that attendance at the meet- 
ings could not be held sinful by the 
Church, inasmuch as the Church 
nevar condemned the society nor had 


who 


it forbidden Catholics to attend its 
meetings. 

Defiance rather than fear was en- 
gendered in the hearts of Father Mc- 
Glynn’s friends by Archbishop Corri- 
gan’s circular. John R. Feeney, a bus- 
iness man, who resides at 248 East 
Thirtieth street, seemed to reflect the 
prevailing opinion in St. Stephen’s 
parish (Father McGlynn’s former 
church) when he said: 

“In spite of the threat of excommu- 
nication I intend to stick to Father 
McGlynn, and so does my wife. No- 
thing that Father McGlynn has said or 
done could estrange us. The circular 
will attract people instead of driving 
them away. Last year St. Stephen's 
raised $1,100 for the Pope and $1,300 
for Father McGlynn. ‘This year $400 
was raised for the Pope and $1,000 for 
Father McGlynn. We propose attend- 
ing the meetings as usual, and if the 
priests wont give us absolution, we 
shall have to confess our sins to Christ 
himself.” 

There was an exodus of worshippers 
at many of the Roman Catholic chur- 
ches when the circular was read, not- 
ably at St. Leo’s, on Twenty-eighth 
the fashionable Father 
Ducey is pastor, at Dr. Burstell’s 
church and at Father McGlynn’s for- 
mer church—St. Stephen's. Before 
reading the circular, Father Ducey said: 

‘Every man ought to act according 
to hisconscience. I will act according 
to mine. 


street, where 


I do not care for censure. 
You can place what interpretation you 
please on what I say.” 

In reading it, Father Ducey by his 
emphasis and the significant tone in 
which he read certain sentences caused 
a titter among his audicnce. 
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FATHER MC GLYNN’S REPLY. 

At the regular meeting of Father 
McGlynn’s followers, in the large hall 
of Cooper Union, Sunday evening, 
January 21, their brave leader replied 
to Archbishop Corrigan’s decree mak- 
ing it a ‘“‘reserved” case for Catholics 
to attend his meetings The Archbi- 
shop’s circular, which was read at all 
the masses in the Roman Catholic 
churches of the city, appears to have 
had no terrors for the thousands who 
filled the hall and the thousands more 
who filled the streets leading to it, un- 
able to gain admission. Never did 
Father McGlynn address a larger au- 
dience. Every seat in the great hall 


and every inch of standing room was 
taken. Thousands of people crowded 
and pushed their way into the hall un- 
til the aisles were packed and every 
one was uncomfortable. 

When Father McGlynn’s face was 
seen, a perfect storm of yells and 
cheers greeted him, and the women 
were even more demonstrative than 
the men. They threw their handker- 
chiefs in the air and cheered till they 
were hoarse. 

Michael Clarke, treasurer of the so- 
ciety, occupied the chair and opened 
the meeting with a reference to 
the number of ‘‘reserved cases ” 
that were in the hall. This hit was 
received with evident relish by the 
audience, and when Father McGlynn 
stepped forward to deliver his address 
the cheering grewtoastorm. He said: 

“It was announced from this plat- 
form last Sunday evening that I should 
speak to-night on ‘Church and State.’ 
Since then something has happened 
that is likely to alter thecolor and line 
of my remarks. I believe that in all 


the Roman Catholic churches in New 
York, there was read this morning a 
letter from the Archbishop which came 
very closely, not only to all assembled 
here, but to the individual who has 
the honor to address you this evening. 
This interference of the Archbishop of 
New York with a society that is not a 
confraternity of his Church, that does 
not meet in its sacristies or Sunday 
schools, and that does not claim to 
have anything to do with his Church, 
is a gross piece of impertinence. This 
Archbishop, throughout his extraordi- 
nary letter, seems to have arrogated 
the right to look after the welfare of 
the people assembled here. Heseems 
to think he has the right to dictate to 
you and the man you have chosen as 
your president.” 

Father McGlynn then referred to 
Archbishop Corrigan’s ‘‘lack of polite- 
ness” and arrogance in speaking of 
him and his followers. 

“In this letter he carefully refrains 
from mentioning my name, as if it 
were painful for him to mention it, as 
if it were a problem, a very trouble- 
some one, what to call me if he men- 
tioned me. And so in one place he 
does me the great honor of calling me 
a leader. He speaks of me as an un- 
happy leader. IfIamaleader I must 
deny the qualifying adjective. I am 
not an unhappy leader. 1am, for in- 


stance, at this moment, a very, very 


happy one. [Loud cheers. | 

“It may seem trifling to be captious 
with each line and word of this letter 
of the Archbishop. I know that when 
he describes me as an ‘unhappy leader’ 
he may not intend to imply that I am 
dying of melancholy, that I am suffer- 
ing from a depression of spirits for 





which the pharmaccepia has no reme- 
dy; that I am wasting away—/[great 
laughter, during which Father Mc- 
Glynn calmly surveyed his increasing 
rotundity. |—that I am wasting away 
with grief and sorr@éw on account of 
the things that he, as Archbishop, has 
done tome and procured to be done 
to me. 

“If I have faults, and I have plenty 
of them—if I have committed offences 
I ask pardon of my Father in Heaven. 
[Tremendous cheering.] Fora man 
who believes in God—for a man to 
whom the things of time and sense are 
but the handiwork of God, made by 
Him in His infinite wisdom and good- 
ness and love, as the teacher and re- 
membrancer to our intelligent spirits 
of His unseen beauty and goodness— 
for such a man there is an infinite 
happiness, an immense delight beyond 
the power of telling that he has done 
something—something straight from 
the sympathies of his heart, and for 
doing such things he must needs suffer. 
In the words of the Master, ‘It is bet- 
ter to suffer for justice’s sake than to 
possess the whole world without it.’” 

Father McGlynn then traced the his- 
tory of the Roman Church, pointing 
out the many abuses to which it had 
been prone in former years and from 
the effects of which it is suffering now. 
‘Why is it,” he added, ‘‘that in 
countries that are almost entirely 
Catholic there are millions who hate 
with almost Satanic hatred the very 
name of Pope, bishop or priest?” He 
then proceeded to answer the interro- 
gation, saying it was due to the 
fact that the church in its grasp after 
wealth and temporal power had for- 
gotten its mission. Its leaders had 
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plunged it into the mire of political 
trickery and forgot to preach the Gos- 
pel of Christ. The whole trouble, 
according to Father McGlynn, was, in 
short, due to the crimes of the ecclesi- 
astical machine. 

While speaking on this point Father 
McGlynn said that he had recently be- 
come aware of the grasp after power 
made by the Church of Rome in this 
country. Bishop Dwenger, of Fort 
Wayne, Ind., had gone to Washing- 
ton, he said, for the purpose of sound- 
ing the sentiment of the Government 
there with regard to a project to send 
an ambassador from the Vatican to 
Washington, whose function it would 
be to temporize with the United States 
Government on matters pertaining to 
the Roman Catholic Church in this 
country. Father McGlynn said that 
for this service Bishop Dwenger ex- 
pected to be made Archbishop of St. 
Louis on the death of Archbishop 
Kenrick, who is now 83 years old. 
The speaker denounced this move as 
un-American. 

He attributed the letter of Arch- 
bishop Corrigan to a continuance of 
the evil work of the ‘‘ecclesiastical 
machine.” Taking up the Archbishop's 
letter section by section he termed 
each and every charge made against 
himself a base calumny or lie. Said he: 

‘Archbishop Corrigan is perfectly 
capable of misrepresenting us. I’ve 
no doubt he has misrepresented us in 
Rome. I say this because a man who 
has no hesitancy in coming out with a 
pack of lies in a letter which he knew 
the papers would get hold of would 
have no hesitancy about lying in the 
extremely private correspondence that 
passed between himself and the Pope.” 





CORRESPONDENCE. 

KIRKLAND, N. Y., Jan. 12, 1889. 
Rev. James A. O'Connor, 

Dear Six:—Herewith you will find 
subscriptions for THe ConveRTED Ca- 
THOLIC, and remittance for same. It 
is the best do with limited 
There are many who 
feel a deep interest in your work and 
who accord their best wishes and ear- 
nest prayers for your abundant success, 
but feel unable to give more substan- 
tial proof of that interest. 

The more I thinkand read of the 
work in which you are engaged the 
more I am convinced it is the grand- 
est, the most important, and the most 
successful effort ofthat particular kind 
now in progress in the world. That 
you may be signally blessed in win- 
ning souls from darkness, superstition 


I could 
time to canvass. 


and bondage to the glorious light and 
liberty of the Gospel is the earnest 
prayer of 

Your brother in Christ, E. C. L. 


* 
"a 


Bincuamton, N. Y., Jan. 3, 1889. 
Dear Brotuer O’Connor-Enclosed 
please find check for $1.00 for the re- 
newal of my subscription to THE Con- 


VERTED Catuotic for 1889. It is tru- 


ly a valuable magazine and so strongly 
have we (my wife and I) become at- 


tached to it during the one year that 
we have been readers of it, that we 
hail its monthly visitation as a messen- 
ger of light. Every page gives us new 
and valuable information concerning 
the secret workings of the Romish 
Church to rob America of its govern- 
ment and Protestants of their liberty. 
We Americans give the matter to 
little attention (shame on us), this of 
course is the result of ignorance which 
is no excuse for an intelligent people. 


That God has chosen you as a pow- 
erful instrument in His hands to lead 
from darkness into light a benighted 
people, is evident from the excitement 
that your work is creating throughout 
our Republic. God is with you, my 
brother, so fight on and fear not. 

Yours very truly, E. M. H. 
a" 

Cuamita, N. M., Dec. 24, 1888. 

Dear BrotHer:—I have THe Con- 
VERTED CatuoLic for December. I 
like it extremely well. Here all is 
Spanish Romanism; there is scarcely a 
Protestant to be found; and what a 
country it is! Lying, theft, idolatry 
and lewdness on every hand and in 
every place are prominent. And yet 
this is the fruit of Romanism unmixed 
after three centuries. I appreciate your 
work; may God bless it. Would that 
it were in Spanish to use here. 

Fraternally, T. M. MarsHatt. 

Mr. Joun J. Beatix, one oF Dr. 
McGlynn’s most eloquent and devoted 
followers, expressed the general senti- 
ment regarding priests like Fathers 
Ducey, Burtsell, Malone and so many 
others, who sympathize with the cause 
of Father McGlynn in his denunciation 
of the Pope, Cardinals, etc., but have 
not the courage to say so. Said Mr. 
Bealin to a reporter, January 22: 

‘I believe that Father Ducey is a 
friend of Dr. McGlynn, and that he 
sympathizes with him; but he is like 
many other priests who know that Dr. 
McGlynn is right in the stand he has 
taken, but are afraid to openly support 
him through fear that they will lose 
the comfortable livings they now have. 
There is little danger that Father Ducey 
will come out openly as a supporter of 


Dr. McGlynn.” 
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BY REY. 
CHAPTER IV. 
INTERESTING DISCOVERIES. 

There is great variety of thought in 
the Irish priesthood, but chiefly they 
constitute two classes; the one Jesuit- 
ical, the other ecclesiastical; one is 
radically political, the other chiefly 
spiritual. ‘The first is ever aiming to- 
wards the restoration of Papal tempor- 
al sovereignty over all nations, and the 
consequent overthrow of Protestant- 
ism everywhere, but chiefly in England 
and America. The second class, sad- 
ly in the minority, endeavor to pro- 
mote the spirituality and extension of 
the Church as Christ’s Kingdom, by 
faithful oversight of the flock, and by 
conscientious adherence to every priest- 
ly duty. Father Flynn was of this lat- 
Beneath the vein of jocul- 
arity which lay near the surface of his 
nature, were deeper and richer veins 
of piety and holy aspirations. He was 
very scrupulous in the fulfilment of 
his official requirements. Even his 
entrance into a Protestant place of 
worship was chiefly 


ter type. 


induced by the 
motive that he might hear something 
from this ‘*Gospel of the Grace of 
which would help him to bea 
better priest anda more helpful pastor 
of the flock committed to his care. 
The light for which he looked came, 
however, more 


God” 


intense than he had 
expected, and like the natural sun al- 
most blinded him with its brilliancy. 
‘Have I been like a rat in a hole, or 
a mole in the ground ?” said the priest 
in soliloquy, ‘‘ or has this blessed light 
only now visited the world. Be the 
powers, I'm dazed like an owl atnoon, 
and will have to get to me room and 
think.” Such were the holy Father's 
thoughts at the close of the sermon. 
He had indeed made acquaintance 
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INQUIRY CONCERNING THE GRACE OF GOD. 


¢. NEEDHAM. 
with some features of that gospel 
which was hitherto hidden from him. 
But to resume: The preacher an- 
nounced the 5th Chapter of Paul's 
Epistle to the Romans, with the pre- 
liminary remark, ‘‘ Let us lift our 
hearts in prayer and invoke the pres- 
ence of the Holy Spirit, who is the au- 
thor of the Holy Scriptures, that he may 
enlighten our understanding and in- 
terpret His own word to our souls.” 
During the momentary silent prayer 
which followed, the priest thought: 
‘These people actually believe in the 
divine origin of the Bible. Maybe 
that’s what makes them so persistent 
in reading and teaching it. Sure if it 
is God’s holy word I don'tblame them 
to spend their money in sending it to 
the ends of the earth. An’ if it is 
God’s holy word why should I, an’ ev- 
ery priest of the holy Catholic Church, 
guard our flock from the book as if it 
were poison. I suppose Luther’s bible 
but we don’t want them 
to have even the Douay with the Arch- 
bishop's ¢mprimatur on it. 


is poison, 


The saints 
help me, I'm ina muddle.” = * 

The preacher began reading the 
chapter; the young lady sitting next 
Father Flynn handed him her Bible 
open at the right page. He had just 
been observing that nearly every per- 
son in the large congregation turned 
the leaves of their Bibles with singular 
promptness; to him this was a matter 
of pleasing surprise. With a nod he 
acknowledged the courtesy shown him, 
and would have followed the reader, 
but the chapter of the Bible before him 
was peculiarly marked and annotated, 
The margin was filled written 
textual criticisms and explanations, 


with 


while certain words were underscored 
with pen and ink, other ink lines ra- 
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diating from them to words of similar 
import found elsewhere on the page. 
There were lines parallel, perpendicu- 
lar, oblique, connecting phrases, texts, 
and marginal ‘This oddly 
marked Bible puzzled the priest, nor 
could he just then ask his fair neigh- 
bor for an explanation. He opined 
that she was a diligent student of the 
scriptures, and that all of this criss- 
cross marking was neither whimsical 
nor arbitrary. 


notes. 


There was evidently 
system and design, as the result of 
study throughout. “It reminds 
me,” said he, in a subdued whisper, 
‘fof Jim Scully's farm, cut up with 
lanes an’ stone walls running in every 
direction till you can hardly see the 
little bits of fields, and the zeeney pat- 
ches of gardens.” 

While the preacher was reading and 
commenting on the chapter, Father 
Flynn was busy in trying to read the 
hieroglyphics before him, which had 
fairly cast a fascinating spell upon 
him. He noticed the words, ‘‘ Peace 
with God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ,” underscored, and connected 
with the phrase in verse 6, ‘‘ Christ 
died for the ungodly.” The word piep 
was made emphatic by donble under- 
lines, this being again connected with 
the sentence in verse 2, “dy whom we 
have now received the atonement.” A 
rapid glance at the margin discovered 
the written note ‘‘ atonement should 
be rendered = reconciliation.” The 


additional note, ‘‘see R. v.” again puz- 
zled him, for the priest had forgotton 
that there had been made a new tran- 
slation of the old and new Testaments 
popularly called the ‘‘ Revised Ver- 
sion.” 


With that quickness of apprehension 
which was one of Father Flynn’s char- 


acteristics he solved one part of the 
enigma by rapidly systematizing the 
underlined statements which he wrote 
out in his memorandum book as fol- 
lows :— 

1. Peace with 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

2. Peace for the ungodly for whom 
Christ died. 

3. Peace the result of reconciliation 
with God. 

4. Reconciliation with God etlected 
by the death of Christ. 

5. Who are the parties reconciled 
to God ? 

6. How is reconciliation received ? 

These latter queries, 5 and 6, were 
evidently for future consideration. 

The memoranda were easily read by 
the young lady who shared her Bible 
with the priest, as he had written with 
alegible hand, and she determined 
with herself, if the way naturally op- 
ened, to explain to thisman, who was 
evidently an anxious inquirer after 
peace, the gospel of grace so real and 
so dear to her own heart. Even then 
she offered a silent prayerthat the Ho- 
ly Spirit would reveal to him the way 
of peace. Meantime he whispered to 
himself, ‘‘Be the powers this is a 
remarkable discovery. Shure I have 
read my Douay time an’ again, but 
I’ve read it like an old song book an’ 
never at all looked into the meaning of 
it. Thee printed foot-notes * contained 
the only meaning I ever thought of, 
but may be they’re only a blind to 
keep priests and people from closer 
study of the Book. I wish the purty 
young lady would lend me her Bible. 
Bedad she has it marked enough any- 
how.” 


God through our 


*The Douay Bible has explanatory notes 
which are usually misleading. 
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So fully was the priest occupied 
with his cogitations and discoveries 
that he had not noticed when the 
preacher ended the chapter. The ris- 
ing of the congregation to sing another 
hymn disturbed his reverie. The 
young lady again handed her hymn 
book, her own sweet clear voice blend- 
ing in perfect harmony with the grand 
swell of song ascending from the 
whole people. 

And this was their song: 


‘* From whence this fear and unbelief, 
If God, my God, hath put to grief 
His spotless Son for me ? 
Can He, the righteous Judge of men, 
Condemn me for that debt of sin, 
Which, Lord, was charged on thee ? 


«*Complete atonement Thou hast made, 
And to the utmost farthing paid 
Whate’er thy people owed ; 
How then can wrath on me take place, 
Now standing in God’s righteousness, 


And sprinkled by Thy blood ? 


“If Thou hast my discharge procured , 
And freely in my place endured 
The whole of wrath divine, 
Payment God will not twice demand, 
First at my bleeding Surety’s hand 
And then again at mine. 
‘*Turn then, my soul, unto thy rest; 
The merits of thy great High Priest 
Speak Peace and Liberty; 
Trust in His efficacious blood, 
Nor fear thy banishment from God, 
Since Jesus died for thee.’’ 
We have before intimated that the 
priest was in a_ very 
state of mind. 


susceptible 
Surely the Holy Spir- 
it was graciously drawing him heaven- 
ward. ‘This hymn drove the nail of 
truth deeper into his soul. 


A convic- 
tion stronger than human persuasion 
had taken hold upon him—the con- 
viction that the sacrifice of Christ was 
wickedly nullified by the sacrifice of 
the Mass. His 


inquiry was not as 


yet ‘‘What must I do to be saved ?’ 
but ‘‘What must I do to reform the 
Church?” He had previously been 
aware of many wrongs and abuses 
committed in the name and for the 
sake of the Church, but with intenser 
light breaking in upon him he began 
to perceive doctrinal errors, as well as 
moral evils, needing reform. How 
many thousands of Romanists in all 
ages have hoped to reform the Church 
while as yet not having the Rock of 
Salvation beneath their own feet. Un- 
til the burdened sinner has been re- 
leased from the just claims of God’s 
righteous law through the redemption 
that is in Christ Jesus, he can do little 
toward effecting the freedom of others. 
When Andrew found the Messiah he 
immediately thereafter brought his 
brother to Jesus. Romanists must 
come out of a false Church in order 
to bring others to the knowledge of 
salvation. 

The sermon which followed the 
hymn last sung, was a very plain un- 
embellished presentation of the old, 
old story, the glad tidings of salvation. 
There were no flights of fancy, no po- 
etic effusions, no rhetorical flourishes. 
The preacher was too much in earnest; 
souls to him were trembling on the 
edge of awful irretreviable doom; why 
then should he sport with them, or 
play the fool? Why dare he distract 
their attention from the Cross of 
Christ to his petty jugglery? No, the 
evangelist felt the gravity of the occa- 
sion; else how could he give account 
to God if any soul should be lost 
through his flippancy or vanity. The 
message of salvation was delivered in 
terse Anglo-saxon, the most powerful ve- 
hicle which an English speaker can pos- 
sibly employ for the communication of 


thought to his hearers. The priest 
who had studied the arts of the rhetor- 
ician expected outbursts of impassion- 
ed appeal, strong denunciation and 
startling climax; instead, he heard a 
bold, calm, earnest, intelligent speech 
presenting the weightiest matters which 
can possibly occupy the human mind, 
or fall from human lips. 
cher seemed 


The prea- 

with his 
theme; he was visibly affected during 
its delivery. 


surcharged 


While avoiding the rant 
of sensationalism he was far removed 
from the chilling frostiness of the es- 
thetic essayist. The text was selected 
from the’ chapter read, 


‘* Therefore being justi- 


previously 
Rom. 5: 1. 
fied by faith we have peace with God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

‘* Peace with God,” said the preach- 
er, ‘‘is a privilege enjoyed only by 
those who have been reconciled to 
God through the death of His Son. 
Such are now justified in the sight of 
God, standing in heaven’s court of 
equity, not in the filthy rags of their 
own imperfect righteousness, but in 
the peerless robe of Christ’s perfect 


righteousness. For this righteousness 


is unto all, and upon all them who by 
faith receive Christ. 


His all sufficient 
merit is imputed to every soul trust- 
ing in Him alune for salvation. 

‘“The previous chapters prove two 
great incontrovertible facts: 

(1.) ‘*That no sinner is justified be- 
fore God by self-righteousness, i. e., 
by personal merit. (2.) That all who 
appropriate Christ by faith are justly ac- 
quitted from every charge of guilt, be- 
cause He piep for the ungodly, so that 
whosoever believeth on Him immediate- 
ly receives the remission of sins. Thus 
The 
blood of Jesus Christ cleanseth from 


absolution from sin is complete. 
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allsin. There is, therefore, no judg- 
ment for them that are in Christ. And 
much more, being now justified by 
His blood, shall we be saved from 
wrath through Him. The justification 
of the sinner looking by faith to Christ 
only, who gave His life for ours, is 
an undoubted fact; according to the 
infallible testimony of the sacred scrip- 
tures. And therefore having been jus- 
tified we enter into peace with God. 
Peace has been purchased for us by 
the blood of the Cross. We should, 
therefore, enter into the joyful assur- 
ance of it as our fresen/ possession. 
It is our inalienable right, the peace 
This 
deép calm of an uncondemned soul is 
consequent on the apprehension of 
the truth thatgour controversy is ended 
with God, the war is over, for Christ 


of a tranquilized conscience. 


hath made reconciliation between God 
and us, so that we now have peace with 
God through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
‘‘Many emblems have been employ- 
ed to illustrate the peaceful state of 
that heart which has found its rest in 
Christ. 
the still music of a holy soul; the calm 
sunset of a summer's sabbath; the qui- 
et majestic flow of the broad and deep 
river; the ruler over contending pas- 
sions. 


It has been represented as 


Peace is love reposing, love in 
the green pastures, love heside the still 
waters. It is the calm after a storm; 
the sinner sees the frowning law now 
wear a smile, and stern justice beam 
with pleasure. The atoning sacrifice 
of Christ, Jesus, having satisfied every 
claim of law and paid every demand 
of justice.” ‘‘Friends,” said the prea- 
cher, in earnest, tender tones, ‘‘peace 
with God has been made for us by our 
blessed Saviour, let us therefore now, 


to-day, at once, enter into its present 
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enjoyment. 
unspeakable privilege.” 


This is our heritage, our 


A mind at perfect peace with God— 
Oh! what a word is this : 
A sinner reconciled through blood— 
This, this indeed is peace. 
‘‘Beautiful, beautiful,” exclaimed 
the ardent priest, loud enough to be 
heard by those in his immediate neigh- 
borhood. It was not the manner of 
the preacher which held the priest a 
captive listener, but the simple recital 
of that old, old, story which possesses 
a charm for the perturbed soul beyond 
all novelties, all philosophies, and all 
religions, whether ancient or modern. 
Father Flynn was making discoveries; 
other disclosures, perhaps, awaited 
him. 
(70 be continued.) 


Death of Father Hecker. 

The closing days of the year 1888 
witnessed the death of Rev. Isaac T. 
Hecker, Superior of the Congregation 
of St. Paul—the Paulist Fathers, as 
they are commonly called. We have 
frequently referred to Father Hecker’s 
failure to get any considerable number 
of Protestants to follow his example in 
“going over to Rome.” He expected 
to establish a great order of priests, all 
converts to Rome, and redeem ‘‘the 
Church” in America from its Irish and 
German features. He was wofully 
disappointed. During the thirty years 
existence of his society not more than 
a score of Protestants united with it, 
and many of these, like Fathers Wal- 
worth of Albany, Oram of Jersey, and 
others, withdrew from his congregation 
and became secular priests. Compara- 
tively few American Protestants sur- 
render their faith,reason and common 
sense to Romes superstitions. 
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A CORRESPONDENT WRITES TO THENEW 
York Evening Post, January 4, 1889: 
‘J took a little friend of mine—aged 
four years—to the Paulist Church, cor- 
ner of Fifty-ninth street and Ninth av- 
enue, on Sunday, and he was so de- 
lighted with the procession—a usual 
feature of the church—that he ex- 
claimed on seeing it, ‘I know what 
that’s for; it’s a parade, and God is 
elected.’” 

This is the Church where Father 
Hecker preached for so many years. It 
isno wonder that Protestants could 
not see the Gospel in the parade. 


ere 


Rome in America. 

The Catholic Directory for 1889 
gives the following statistics of Roman 
Catholics in the United States; 

1 Cardinal; 13 Archbishops; 75 Bi- 
shops; 8 Mitred Abbots. 

8,118 Priests, of whom 2,008 are 





members of religious orders—Jesuits, 
Dominicans, Franciscans, ete. 

8,833 Churches and Chapels. 

32 Theological Seminaries, with 
1,570 students for the priesthood. 

124 Colleges; 549 Academies; 3,000 
Parochial schools, with 600,000 pupils. 
119 Orphan Asylums, having 21,358 
inmates. 8,159,676 Roman Catholic 
population—more than half of them 
in the following large cities: 

800,000 in New York diocese. 

475,000 in Boston diocese. 

450,000 in Chicago diocese. 

400,000 in Philadelphia diocese. 

300,000 in New Orleans diocese. 

280,000 in St. Louis diocese. 

230,000 in Brooklyn diocese. 

225,000 in St. Paul diocese. 

220,000 in Baltimore diocese. 

200,000 in Hartford diocese. 

200,000 in Cleveland diocese. 

200,000 in San Francisco diocese. 
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NAAMAN. 
2 KINGS V. 
BY MRS. GEO. C. NEEDHAM. 

+3 HE beauties of this story are like the 
54 revelations of a kaleidoscope. A 
slight change of vision brings out fresh 
teaching. We shall examine the nar. 
rative as illustrating the experiences 

and difficulties of an awakened soul. 
The record of Naaman is not an al- 
legory. 
Old Testament writing which has been 
forever established as truth, by the 
If Elisha 
was an actual person,so was Naaman; 
for said Jesus: 


sanction of Jesus Christ. 


“And many lepers 
were in Israel in the time of Eliseus 
the prophet, and none of them was 
cleansed saving Naaman, the Syrian.” 
—Luke rv. 27. 

The difficulties encountered by Naa- 
man in his desire for health are quite 
suggestive of those which beset an 

nxious inquirer after salvation. 

I. THREE Prime Drrricucttes. 
These, it will be observed, were in the 
man himself. 

The words of the lit- 
tle maid were simple, direct, and ex- 
plicit. 


1. Jgnorance. 


There need have been no mis- 
“Would 
God my Lord were with the prophet 
that is in Samaria; for he would re- 
cover him of his leprosy.”—2 Kings, 
v. 3. Naaman complicated all the 
circumstances by his formal letter, his 


conception of their intention 


and his needless 
journey to the King of Israel. 


pomp sus Caravan, 


Thus awakened sinners stumble at 
the simplicity of the Gospel; are mis- 
directed through false teaching; and 
often suffer years of contrition before 
they learn the secret of ceasing from 
their own efforts, to simply trust in the 
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It is one of those portions of 


finished work of Jesus Christ alone. 

The cry of many a longing weary 
heart is, ‘Sir, we would see Jesus.” 
But because they do not know there is 
a direct way of access to Jesus, they 
go to some St. Philip aboutit. And 
St. Philip goes to St. Andrew with the 
desire; and at last St. Andrew reaches 
the ear of Jesus. And so many a seek- 
ing sinner now supposes he must put 
his confessor, and saints, and angels, 
and all the Church dignitaries on 
earth and in heaven, between himself 
and Jesus, as steps of mediation for 
his soul. 

The blind man by the road-side 
(John 1x.) did not take any such round- 
a-bout measures. He told a simple 
story of direct personal contact with 
Jesus. ‘The Syro-Phenician woman 
appealed herself to the Lord about her 
sick daughter. Mark vir. 25, Every 
one in the New Testament who wanted 
healing for body or soul went directly 
to Jesus for it, unless they were dead 
or too palsied to move themselves. 
We never hear of this rubbish of hu- 
man mediation for the soul, till centur- 
ies after the Church was planted, and 
had grown carnal and corrupt. Naa- 
man would have found healing much 
quicker if he had done just as the 
maiden advised, and gone straight to 
the prophet. You, poor sinner, hun- 
gering after peace, may find it immed- 
iately if you will bravely turn away 
from all the barriers and obstacles that 
the decrees of your Church put be- 
tween your soul and Jesus, and come 
directly to Himself, the only Media- 
tor between God and 
Bible authorizes. 

2. Prejudice. After reaching the 
prophet’s residence, prejudice led him 
to comdemn‘the prophet’s remedy. 


man that the 





“Behold, I thought,” said he, ‘‘he 
would surely come out to me, and 
stand, and call on the name of the 
Lord his God, and strike his hand 
over the place, and recover the leper. 
Are not the Abana and Pharpar, rivers 
of Damascus, better than all the wat- 
ers of Israel? may I not wash in them, 
and be clean? So he turned and went 
away in a rage.” 

He had planned a cure of much 
ceremony and mystery; and was bit- 
terly disappointed that the man of 
God did not even grant him a personal 
interview, but bid him to go himself 
and bathe in the muddy Jordan. Did 
not the prophet suppose that he per- 
formed ablution in his own country, 
in his own clear rivers? He was an- 
gry to be treated thus scornfully. 

So the unsaved argue. Salvation is 
too cheap and tooeasy to be of any 
efficacy. They think it should be put 
upon some basis of merit. But God's 
thoughts are not our thoughts. He 
says, ‘‘Wash and be clean;” ‘‘Believe 
and be saved.” 

3. Pride. This was seen in all his 
ways and words. Naaman was gen- 
eral of the Syrian army. He wasa 
great man with his king. Adulation 
and attention became his rank. ‘This 
prophet of the Most High God was no 
respecter of persons. In the parable 
of the unjust steward we hear the con- 
fession, ‘‘I cannot dig; to beg I am 
ashamed.” Luke xvi. 3. 

II]. THREE Prime QUALIFICATIONS. 

1. He knew his condition. He was 
conscious of the character of his dis- 
ease. He knew its certain result. The 
pains he took for the cure proved his 
deep consciousness of the malady. It 
isa most hopeful sign when the un- 
saved are willing to admit themselves 
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sinners in need of a Saviour. Nor is 
a show of anger anything against the 
hopefulness of their condition. A lit- 
tle wrath proves an awakened con- 
science. 

2. He was in earnest. His long 
journey, based on the words of a little 
captive maiden, demonstrated that. 
His rage, too, but proved the keen 
disappointment of frustrated expecta- 
tions. The most trying experience 
that Christians have in dealing with 
sinners is ¢heir indifference. 

3. He was reasonable. 
ened to his servants. He consented 
to test the remedy. He submitted to 
being stripped of his beautiful robes. 
He acted with decision. He humbled 
himself to His 
He 


He heark- 


all the conditions. 
flesh came again as a little child. 
was fully cured. 

III. Ture Serious Lessons. 

1. Naaman asked to be still allowed 
to attend the idolatrous worship of 
Rimmon. He hadatender conscience, 
but a coward heart. Reservation of 
something for self kept him from de- 
ciding wholly to serve the true God. 

2. The man of God, as a type of 
Jesus, must have his own way in heal- 
ing the leper. He must humble the 
soul out of every refuge of self-right- 
eousness., 

3. The man of God had power to 
discern all motives. 
the heart. 


So Jesus reads 
Those who obey shall re- 
ceive the healing of Naaman. ‘Those 
who despise his grace shall endure the 
everlasting dishonor and eternal moral 
leprosy of Gehazi. 
ove 

Att subscribers who have not re- 
ceived THe ConverteD Catuoric for 
the month of January will please notify 
us and we will attend to it. 
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THE CHURCH OF ROME 


NOT THE 


CHURCH OF CHRIST. 


BY PAUL LE CLAIR. 
XI, 
What Facts and Considerations, drawn from the Gospel History, are wholly 
inconsistent with the enormous claims set up by the Papal Church 
Sor the Son of Jona? 


‘HILE the scriptures of the 

New Testament represent the 

Apostolic office as supreme in 
the primitive Church, they not merely 
say nothing with respect to the super- 
iority of any one Apostle over the rest, 
but, on the contrary, represent the 
whole divinely appointed twelve, as 
holding and enjoying a perfect official 
parity; because; 

1. They were all invested with equal 
authority, Our Saviour said to them 
al/, when assembled together, ‘‘As my 
Father hath sent me, even so, send I 
you.” He breathed on them (all), 
the Holy Ghost, and invested them 
a// with equal authority to remit and 
He 
commissioned them all to preach the 


retain sin.—John 20: 21, 22. 


Gospel and to baptize converts. — Matt. 


28:19 20. And after his ascension, in 


fulfilling the promises made, the Holy 
Ghost descended upon all equally, be- 


stowing no preeminence upon any.— 
Acts 1: 8° 2: 1-4. 

2. All the Apostles exercised equal 
authority in the discharge of their offi- 
cial duties. Nhen Matthias was se- 
lected for the office from which Judas, 
by transgression fell, he was not ap- 
pointed by the sovereign authority of 
Peter, as office-bearers in the Church 
of Rome are appointed by the Pope, 
but by the special designation of God, 
ascertained by lot, and with the com- 
mon consent ‘‘was he numbered with 
the eleven Apostles.”—Acts 1: 23-26. 


In the record of the appointment o 
the Deacons (Acts, ch. 6), it is related 
that the twelve Apostles (not Peter 


alone,) called the multitude of the 
disciples unto them; and the persons 


chosen by the disciples were set before 
the Apostles, who imposed their hands 
upon them--being thus ordained, not by 
Peter, bt t by the whole twelve Apostles. 

Again: ‘‘When the Apostles which 
were in Jerusalem heard that Samaria 
had received the word of God, they 
sent unto them, Peter and John.—Acts 
8: 14. An act the most extraordinary, 
and wholly inconsistent with the Pop- 
ish doctrine of Peter’s supremacy, ac- 
cording to which the sovereign pontiff 
may send, but can not be sent, by those 
of whom he is the head and chief. 

In the narrative of the Council of 
Jerusalem (Acts 15.), there are many 
arguments against the primacy of Pe- 
ter. In the first place, Paul and Bar- 
nabas were not sent by the Church of 
Antioch to learn the opinion of Peter 
as the infallible and final judge of con- 
troversies, but to ascertain the judg- 
ment of the Apostles and Elders in 
common.—Acts 15: 2. And finally, 
if anyone had apparently more au- 
thority than the rest it was not Peter, 
but James; who was probably the pre- 
sident or moderator of the assembly, 
and as such, spoke last, delivering 
summarily, in what is called his “ sen- 
tence,” (Gr Ego Krino, 1 judge or 
think proper, my opinion) or judgment 
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of the question, the unanimous con- 
clusion reached by what had been said 
in the general discussion by Peter, 
Paul, Barnabas, and himself; and the 
letters were addressed to the churches 
accordingly. 

In 2 Corinthians 11:5, and 12: 11, 
Paul declares that he was ‘‘ not behind 
the very chiefest Apostles;” which was 
rank heresy and rebellion, if Peter, as 
the Papists affirm, was his superior 
lord. James, John, and Peter, ack- 
nowledged Paul as a co-laborer in 
the Apostleship, and as such, gave 
him the right-hand of fellowship.—Gal. 
But if Paul was the official col- 
league of Peter, Peter could not at the 
same time have been his official super- 
rior, as the Pope is of every Roman 
bishop. And finally, Peter and Paul 
were equally and severally commis- 
sioned by Christ, the supreme Lord 
of both, the former to preach to the 
Jews and the latter to the Gentiles.— 
Gal, 2: 7,8. 

3. The Apostles did not acknowledge 
Peter, or any one else of their number, 
as officially superior to the rest. Ifthe 
Apostle Peter had been the sovereign 
pontiff and Christ’s vicar on earth, in- 
vested with all the imposing dignity, 


2: 9. 


personal and official, pertaining to such 
an office, certainly the great Apostle to 
the Gentiles, who rendered to all their 
due, who inculcated the honoring of 
kings, as well as the fear of God; and 
who exhorted every soul to be subject 
to the higher powers.—Rom. ch. 13. 
Such a one could not have conducted 
himself toward his Lord Peter with less 
respect and homage than are rendered 
to the Pope by a Romish priest, when 
he prostrates himself in the august 
presence and kisses the toe of his Ho- 
liness. Yet this same Paul tells us 
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(Gal. 2:11-16) that ‘‘when Peter was 
come to Antioch, he withstood him to 
the face, because he was to be blamed,” 
for dissimulation, evidently showing 
that the thought of such a thing as Pe- 
ter’s supremacy had not entered his 
imagination. And this, not only of 
Paul, but of the other Apostles and 
brethren also, who were not less want- 
ing in the.r recognition of Peter's su- 
premacy, when they contended with 
him for having, as they supposed, vio- 
lated the principles of the Jewish reli- 
gion.—Acts I1: I-13. 

4. Peter did not claim an official 
superiority over his fellow Apostles. 
When this devoted servant of Christ 
speaks of himself, he asserts no claim 
to an order, rank, or office, superior 
to that held by his brethren, calling 
himself an apostle and an elder.—1. 
Peter, 1:1; 5: 1. And he exhorts 
others who were elders like himself: 
‘‘Feed the flock of God which is 
among you, taking the oversight there- 
of,not by constraint, but willingly; not 
for filthy lucre, but of a ready mind; 
neither as being lords over God's heri- 
tage, but being ensamples to the flock 
And when the Chief Shepherd shall 
appear, ye shall receive a crown of 
glory that fadeth not away.”—1 Peter, 
5: 1-4. This exhortation addressed 
to others in the same official station in 
the Church, applied equally to himself. 
And while the use of such language 
renders it morally impossible that the 
man who utters it could have been 
Primate of the Church, it stands re- 
corded a perpetual admonition to all 
the co-equal Elders of the Flock of 
Christ—Who, Himself, being the Chief 
Shepherd, and not Peter, no one can 
arrogate the high prerogative which 
are inalienably his, without forfeiting 
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forever all hopes of receiving ‘‘the 
crown of glory that fadeth not away.” 
The lordly and tyrannous domina- 


tion, therefore, of the proud pontiffs 


of Rome, who have trampled on kings, 
and in whose presence princes have 
been accustomed to fall prostrate, must 
have been derived from a source far 
less humble and unassuming than that 
godly Apostle, who, when one fell 
down at his feet to worship him, said, 
“Stand up, I myself also am a man!” 
—Acts, 10: 26. Indeed, the whole 
character and conduct of the Apostle 
Peter, as recorded in the Holy Scrip- 
tures, are in irreconcilable contrast to 
those of the best Pope that ever wore 
the tiara; and in perpetual rebuke of 
the vaulting ambition that has ever 
marked the lords of the Vatican. 

5. Zhe Lord Jesus Christ forbade 
the assumption and exercise by his Ap- 
ostles, of any lordship or authority over 
each other o over the Church. When 
the mother of Zebedee’s children came 
with her sons to Christ, worshipping 
him, and desiring him to grant that 
her two sons might sit, the one on his 
right hand and the other on his left, 
in his kingdom, Jesus replied, ‘‘ Ye 
know not what ye ask.” And when 
the ten heard it they were moved with 
indignation against the two brethren. 
But Jesus called them unto him and 
said, ‘‘Ye know that the princes of 
the Gentiles exercise dominion over 
them, and they that are great exercise 
authority upon them. But it shall not 
be so among you; but whosoever would 
be great among you, let him be your 
servant.” Itis evident, therefore, that 
in Christ’s kingdom on earth there 
were to be no places or offices of pre- 
eminence and no assumption of titled 
lordship over each other, because, be- 


ing brethren, they were all equally 
subject to their Master, of which, they 
had but ome, namely: THe BLEessep 
Jesus Himsetr. And this apostolic 
equality was to be continued in the 
kingdom of glory, when in the august, 
supreme presence of the eternal King, 
they would occupy, each, a throne of 
co-equal royalty.—Matt., 19: 2: 20: 
20-28; 23:8; Luke, 9: 46-49. 

6. And finally, as Jesus forbade his 
Apostles the assumption and exercise 
of lordly domination over each other, 
or over the church, because they as its 
overseers were co-equal brethren; in 
like manner, because as his ambassa- 
dors, they held an office the most dis- 
tinguished and exalted among men, 
he prohibited them from recognizing 
in anyone else all assumption of papal 
authcrity or dignity—‘‘Call no man 
father (Pope) upon earth, for one is 
your Father, who is in heaven.”— 
Matt. 23: 9. And indeed, it is mani- 
festly not less sinful to have another 
father, besides our glorious Maker in 
any sense in which he is our Father, 
than to have another God beside Him. 
Both are equally idolatrous and wick- 
ed; and to be guilty of either is to 
‘wander in the congregation of the 
dead.” 

Since then it is evident that the Ap- 
ostle Peter was not invested as Christ’s 
vicar with universal supremacy over 
the Catholic Church, it is manifest he 
never held such an office; and necess- 
arily he could not have transmitted it 
to successors. The Popedom, there- 
fore, could not have been founded by 
the son of Jona. 

7. From this discussion of the ques- 
tion of the ‘‘ Headship of the Church,” 
we draw the following conclusions : 

1. That the claim of the Popes to 
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supremacy in the visible Church of 
Christ is a mere pretension, unscrip- 
tural, false, fraudulent and absurd; 
and therefore an impotent, yet blas- 
phemous attempt to usurp in the 
Church the divine authority of the 
Eternal and ever present, 
King, the Lord Jesus Christ. 


glorious 


2, They who admit and recognize 
this claim of the Popes are guilty of 
the basest ingratitude to God, as they 
thus, in effect, desire another King, 
and not Jehovah; while in hostile re- 
bellion against the blessed Jesus, they 
say, ‘‘ We will not have this man,” 
but the Pope, ‘‘to reign over us.” — 
1 Sam. 8: 7; Psalm 118: 22; Luke 1g: 14. 

3. While we reject the claim of the 
Pope to universal supremacy as the 
vicar of Christ ; because that suprema- 
cy is underived from Peter and unau- 
thorized by Christ, yet we do not and 
cannot deny their supremacy in the 
Church of Rome. From this the con- 
clusion necessarily follows, that the 
Lord Jesus is the only and exclusive 
Head of the Holy Catholic Church, 
visible and invisible. ‘‘The body 
which rests in immovable firmness on 
the rock of Papal supremacy, and 
which in harmony of faith and obedi- 
ence gathers around that rock as the 
essential centre of unity,” is in this re- 
spect sufficiently distinguished from 
the Church of the Lord Jesus Christ ! 

ose 
Father MeGlynn’s Good Work. 

For the first time since he was ex- 
communicated Father McGlynn an- 
nounced that he was no longer a Ro- 
man Catholic. The occasion was the 
usual meeting in Cooper Union where 
he lectures every Sunday evening to a 
vast audience composed of his former 
parishioners. ‘I am not a Roman 


Catholic,” said he at one of his meet- 
ings in 1888, and his 
the 


December, 
applauded 
again and again. 

Sunday evening, January 13, 1889, 
Father McGlynn spoke on ‘‘The Mc- 
Guire Burial Case,” which was decided 
in favor of Archbishop Corrigan. 

‘*T was informed by eminent legal 
authority,” said he in the course of his 
lecture ‘‘that if the relatives of John 
McGuire choose to appeal their case 


friends declaration 


the decision of the lower courts will in 
all probability be reversed. I hardly 
like to advise them to take an appeal. 
It seems to me that it would almost be 
better to give the other side all the 
rope they want, for with it they will 
the sooner hang themselves. As for 
me, I may as well say now, for the 
benefit of those I leave behind, that I 
don’t want any fuss made about bury- 
ing me in Calvary cemetery, although 
| have a lot there, and my parents and 
some of my brothers are buried there. 
The inside 
me. 
‘*Poorold John McGuire died before 
the Anti-Poverty meeting which he was 
When 
the Vicar General (groans) heard that 
he had died in the Academy of Music, 
he forbade 
ground,” 


of a shark will do for 


attending was called to order, 


his burial in consecrated 


Father McGlynn said he hadn’t at- 
tended the trial because of a certain 
delicacy of feeling, but if he had done 
so, and had been called as a witness, 
he should have been obliged to tell the 
Vicar-General that he had been misin- 
formed as to the facts in the case. In 
the course of hisremarks he complain- 
ed bitterly that the newspapers had 
made fun of him and his society, and 
had misrepresented them both. 
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ATTACKED IN MY OFFICE. 

January 6, 1889, Archbishop Corri- 
gan of New York, preached a sermon in 
his cathredal assailing Protestants in 
general and the right of private judg- 
ment in the interpretation of Scripture 
in particular. ‘‘As the result of pri- 
vate judgment,” said he, ‘‘there are 
almost as many churches as individ- 
uals.” He thinks the Pope of Rome 
is the only man on earth who has the 
right to exercise his own judg- 
ment. 


The next day, Monday, January 7, 


when I reached my office at g o'clock 
One 
wanted some copies of THe ConvERTED 


I found two ladies awaiting me. 


Catuo.ic, and left the office when she 
was attended to; the other remained 
for ‘‘business.” She was a well-dressed 
woman, about 50 years of age, with 
all the appearance of respectability 
and wealth. 

I politely asked her what I could 
do for her. She promptly replied: 

‘*You have been sending your mag- 
azine to address and I want it 
stopped.” 

‘Very well, madam,” I replied, ‘‘if 


my 


your subscription has expired I shall 
not send itagain. What name, please?” 

“My name is Mrs. Garrett, of Lex- 
ington avenue, and I want no more of 
infamous, disreputable, 


your lying 


publications. | How dare you print 
anything about unfortunate nuns and 
priests leaving the Roman Catholic 
Church? 
grace 
“Hold on, madam,’ I said, 


Your publication is a dis- 


inter- 
rupting her flow of words, ‘‘you should 
not use such language in a_ public of- 
fice, especially when what you say is 


not borne out by the facts. My mag- 
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azine is a truthful, respectable publi- 
cation, and whatever you may say of 
me personally you must speak respect- 
fully of that.” 

‘Speak respectfully of you and your 
vile publication!” she said, with a 
shout of scorn; ‘‘what impudence you 
have to expect any one could do that. 
You are as bad as your infamous mag- 
azine. You are a disgrace 

Again I Two 
printers and the office boy were at 


interrupted her. 


work in the office, and the language 
used was not fit for any decent person 
to hear. I asked her why she made 

_If she did not 
like my magazine she need not read 
it; and, besides, I was confident I did 
not send it to her, as her name was 
not on my_ books. 


this attack on me? 


“I presume,” | 
continued, ‘‘one of your priests sent 
you here this morning to make this at- 
tack on me; or, perhaps, it was Arch- 
bishop Corrigan ?” 

‘Who told you ?” she shouted; ‘‘and 
how you know I 
Catholic ?” 

‘Your bad language betrays you,” 
I said; ‘‘forno one but a Romanist 
would abuse me as you have done?” 
killed,” she 
‘-You are doing more 
harm to the Church than any one in 


do am a Roman 


“You ought to be 


screamed. 


the city, and,you infamous scoundrel, 
you will meet your deserts. Whether 
Archbishop Corrigan or the priests 
sent me here, you will soon know 
that will put to your 
career, for you will be watched until 
your day comes.” 


an end be 


She continued in this strain for ten 
minutes, her voice heard through the 
corridor, until I saw it was time to put 
her out of the office. She would not 











leave until told that force would be used. 
Along the corridor and down the stairs 
she talked in the most violent 


and 
threatening manner. At the foot of the 
stairs I called Mr. Harlow, the janitor 
of the Bible House, to put her out. 
He attempted to reason with her, say- 
ing that respectable people would 
not act as she did,and would not come 
where they were not wanted, 

‘‘Do you mean to say that I am not 
respectable?” she fiercely demanded. 

‘It seems so,” said he quietly, ‘‘you 
do not conduct yourself as respectable 
people generally do.” 

She raised her umbrella 
and he 


over his 


head prudently _ retreated. 


She would not go out for him. She 
entered the superintendent’s office; 
talking loudly all the time, using the 
me 
and THe ConverTED CATHOLIC as she 
advanced to Dr. Rowe’s desk. A score 


of persons attracted by the noise had 


most violent language regarding 


come out of their offices to see what 
was the cause of the disturbance, and 
another score had gathered on the 
stairs. This faithful female follower 
rushed at Dr. Rowe 
and demanded that the ‘‘scoundrel 
O’Connor and his magazine should be 
ejected from the Bible House.” 

I told Dr. Rowe in a few words that 


of the Pope 


she had made a most violent attack on 
me in my office and that she had not 
denied that she was sent to do so by 
Archbishop Corrigan or some of his 
As a tenant of the Bible 
House I requested that she should be 
put out. This he promptly did, and 
the fighting Papist was speedily out- 


priests. 


side the building, her last words being 
“Ha! O’Connor, you will pay for this 


ha 


indignity! 








THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC. 63 


Now, | would like to know the per- 
sons who instigated this woman to 
make such an attack on me in a pub- 
lic office. Was it Archbishop Corrigan 
or some of his priests to whom this 
woman doubtless had been to confes- 
sion the previous Saturday, and to 
whom she told as a great sin that she 
had read THe Convertep CaTHotic? 
Or had she been to hear Archbishop 
Corrigan preach his sermon denounc- 
ing Protestants the day before? I shall 
send a copy of this article to Archbi- 
shop Corrigan, to the Jesuits, and 
other priests in the city, and will 
cheerfully publish their denial of re- 
sponsibility for this woman's action, 
if they have any to make. 

For the last ten years I have borne 
many assaults and suffered much abuse 
from Roman Catholics, for my efforts 
to convert them and bring them near- 
er to Christ, but this latest one has 
been the most serious and threatening 
of all; for I am convinced there is a 
power urging on this and 
others like her that would stop at no- 
thing. 


woman 


But my trust is in the Lord, 
and He is mightier than all the hosts 
of Satan. 

men shall 
revile you, and persecute you, and 


‘Blessed are ye, when 
shall say all manner of evilagainst you 
falsely, for my sake,” says the Lord. 
J. A. OC. 
eve 
Father O’Connor at 
wick. 
THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY, 
New Brunswick, N. J., 
January 16, 1889. 
Dear FatrHer O'Connor:—lI here- 


New Bruns- 


with send you a copy of the local pa- 
per in which a report (?) of your 


lecture on the 7th inst., before our 
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society in Ilertzog Hall, is given. 

A more perverted account of a lec- 
ure I never read. ‘The report is the 
effusion of a narrow, prejudiced mind, 
full of bigotry and untruth. 

Many have thought a reply should 
be made through the press; but our 
opinion is, that the best and most 
complete answer can be made by hav- 
ing you come again to lecture—and 
in a more central place. 

The expression of our Faculty and 
the students, as regards not only your 
lecture, but yourself also, is a most 
favorable one. 

We shall try to obtain the use of one 
A... Mt. 


Hall, in town, for your use when you 


of the churches, or the C. 


decide to grant us the privilege of 
hearing you. 

It is the opinion of those professors 
in the seminary, and others who have 
been 
that 


spoken to on the subject, 


your lectures will not only do 
good to our Catholic friends in open- 
ing the eyes of their understanding to 
the follies and inefficacies of Roman- 
ism and the necessity of Faith alone 
in Jesus Christ, but will also be the 
means of awakening and stimulating 
the members of our evangelical chur- 
ches to a more lively sense of their 
duty towards our Catholic brethren, 
and give them a stronger grip on those 
which 


of the 


fundamental doctrines, 


the bone 


were 
and sinew Refor- 
mation. 

Hoping you will soon be with us 
again, and praying that the Lord’s 
blessing may rest upon your labors in 
the field you have chosen, and upon 
your ably conducted magazine, I re- 
main, with sincere regards, 

Very truly yours, 
Cuas. L. C 


KIND WORDS. 

From Rev. Dr. Gordon, pastor Clar- 
endon Street Baptist Church, Boston: 

I have read with deep interest THE Con- 
VERTED CATHOLIC as it has come to me month 
after month during the past year. 

Yours fraternally, 

Dec. 23, 1888. A. J. Gorpon. 
es 

From the St. Louis Central Baptist 
Dec. 27th, 1888: 

THk& CONVERTED CATHOLIC is a monthly 
magazine edited by Father O’Connor, than 
whom no man is better fitted to give an intel- 
ligent and fair-minded view of Roman Catholic 
matters. 

* 
* * 

The Harrisburg, Pa., vangelical, 
Dec. 19, 1888: 

THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC comes to Our 
table as an old acquaintance. It is edited 
with ability by Father O’Connor, and_pub- 
lished monthly at 60 Bible House, New York, 
at $1.00a year. This magazine, now in its 
sixth volume, is specially designed for the en 
lightenment of Roman Catholics and their con- 
version to Evangelical Christianity. It is of 
interest and profit to all readers who sympa- 
thize with its laudable purpose. 

* 

* * 
The Jewish Times and Observer, 
San Francisco, Cal., Jan. 4, 1889,says: 

We are in receipt of THE CONVERTED Ca- 
rHOLIc, a handsome and ably edited monthly 
journal published by James A. O’Connor, 60 
Bible House, New York. 
$1,00 per annum. 


The subscription is 
The magazine is ‘‘spe- 
cially designed for the enlightenment of Roman 
Catholics and their conversion to evangelical 
Christianity.’ 


’ 


lather O’Connor, the editor, 
was ordained a priest in the Roman Catholic 
Church, but believing he was in error, turned 
Protestant. 


are given who have renounced spiritual alle- 


The name of three young priests 


giance to the Pope, and are now devoted to 
the same work as Father O’Connor, who is 
minister of an evangelical Church. Are we to 
conclude from this that the ‘‘infallible’’ head 
of the Catholic Church is destined to be over- 
thrown in time by the very men it has éduca- 
ted to uphold and defend his alleged infallible 
authority ? Strange things happen in this 
world. 





